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20 HebbAica. 

before ? It is said, that the difficulties which one must overcome who would learn 
Assyrian are so many and so great that such work is entirely out of the question. 
This may have been true five years ago, but it is not to-day. With Prof. Haupt 
at Baltimore, Prof. Brown at Sew York, and Prof. Lyon at Cambridge, what better 
advantages could be desired ? "We are assured, moreover, by an eminent Assyri- 
ologist, that the language is not so difficult as it is popularly supposed to be. To 
a man well-acquainted with Hebrew, Assyrian is no more difficult than is the 
Hebrew to one, who, for the first time, takes up Hebrew. At our request Profes- 
sor Lyon has kindly furnished a list of books for those who desire to begin the 
study of Assyrian. JSl ot all of these books need be purchased at once. The list 
includes the most valuable books yet published in this department. Why should 
not every well furnished public library, whether of college or city, purchase a set 
of these books, and thereby render it possible for some one to take hold of this 
study, who for lack of means would otherwise be prevented ? 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 



1 . How is the vowel u in the Hoph'al of p"p verbs to be explained ? G. 
The form 3D1H is for 33pi> With this is to be compared 35£*),"7 for 3^'),'^, 

from y&» QJJ>'1) and Qp^ for Qynfi from DID- In !3tJ*in, the origin of'} 
(= ii+v) is evident. In the case of DpIJl) it has been suggested that 01p!~fi Dv 
the transposition of "\, becomes DplHi an( l this DDIH- It mav De > however, that 
both verbs V' V ana " V"V mere iy follow the analogy of verbs )"Q. The difficulty- 
lies in the fact that while a of the Qal, Niph., and Hiph, is heightened to a, and I 
of the Hiph. to e, the ii is lengthened to an unchangeable u, rather than heightened 
to a changeable 6. Unless some such explanation as the one given, which, in- 
deed, is only an expedient, is adopted, the u must be regarded as irregular, and 
may be compared with the i of the Hiph., where in accordance with the laws of 
the language, we should have expected e. 

2. On what principle is the Article prefixed to the construct Infinitive rij/l) as 
in Gen. n., 9, jTH 3iB H^IH f#, a nd Jer. xxn., 16, TIN fijTtrr ^H"^."! ? 

It being understood that neither an Infinitive construct nor a noun in the con- 
struct state may receive the article, it may be said : 

1) That four times out of seven (1 Kgs. vn., 14; Hos. iv., 6 (twice); Dan. 
xii., 4) nj/T treated as an abstract verbal noun, and not as an Infinitive con- 
struct, receives the article according to Ges., 109. 3. c). Here may be compared 

(a) the nominal form n^*l which is also sometimes used as an Inf. (Ex. n., 4) ; 

and 

(6) the two cases of rO&'Jl (1 Kgs. x., 19 and 2 Chron. ix., 18); the former case 

showing that while JIJTI' the Inf., may be used as a noun, Hl^T the noun (cf. 
also n"l")> G> en - xl vi., 3) may be used as an Inf.; the latter showing the possibil- 
ity of the ")"tj Infinitive being used substantively. 

2) In Gen. n., 9, 17, where fllM i s found not only with the article hut also 
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with a following noun in some manner dependent on it, it is insufficient to say eith- 
er (a) that, contrary to the rule, J"\J?T has the article simply to make VJl definite 
(Green's Clvrestornathy), or (b) that this is one of twenty-five cases in which a noun 
in the construct state lias the article (Kalisch), or (c) that /\JT1> an Infinitive, has 
the article because JH1 31D flj^! is regarded as one word (Keil). The true expla- 
nation is that ni^li a verbal substantive, receives the article as expressing an 
abstract idea, and governs an object in the accusative just as the verb from which 
it is derived would do. Although the verbal norms, having the form of an Inf., 
are found both with the article and with the accusative, but never with both at 
the same time, J^V 7 ], inasmuch as it is used as a substantive more than the other 
Infinitives, and receives in these texts (Gen. n., 9 and Jer. xxn., 16) a special em- 
phasis, not only as a noun has the article, but also as a verbal noun takes an 
accusative. 

3. Is the use of J"\}{ as the sign of the definite object constant or somewhat 
variable V McC. 

In answer to this question it may be said: 1) fltf is necessary only with pro- 
nominal suffixes where they must be separate from the verb ; (2) its use with nouns, 
is variable, being used more commonly before names of persons than of things ; 
3) it is used much more rarely in poetiy than in prose, and in the earlier literature 
than in the later. The fullest treatment of the particle will be found in Ewald's 
Hebrew Syntax, pp. 36-39. 

4. What is the force of the construct state in ?U*]D* T"^- Ps. cxxi., 5 ? 

C. C. H. 

Compare the same phrase in Judg. xx., 16 ; 2 Sam. xx., 9. The exact force of 
this case is expressed in English by a noun and an adjective, thy right hand; e. g. 
P0*H pi5P tlie right leg; pp» pj[H?3 all the right eyes, 1 Sam. xi., 2. The relation 
is the explicative or appositional, Oes. 114. 3, 116. 5; Mueller, 79; Ewald, p. 88. 
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DELITZSCH'S HEBREW AND ASSYRIAN.* 



This book is a reprint of seven articles printed in the Athenaeum,, May- August, 
1883. The purpose of the book is a definite one, viz., to show that not from Arabic, 
as hitherto, but from Assyrian, must be obtained the assistance needed in explain- 
ing (1) many Old Testament passages which have not yet been settled; (2) many 
single words, such as the names of certain animals referred to in the Levitical law, 
the names of plants, nouns and verbs of rare occurrence, and even verbs of com- 
mon use, some of which have several derivatives; (3) some grammatical questions. 
It is claimed that the value of Arabic, for Hebrew lexicography, has been greatly 
exaggerated, and that Assyriology is actually inaugurating a new era in this depart- 

* The Hebrew Language, viewed in the light of Assyrian Research. By Dr. Frederic De- 
ijtzhch, Professor of Assyriology in the University of Leipzig. London : Williams & Norgate. 
THxfi. Pp. XII., 71. Price, $1.25. 



